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of a Devil comes from.   We can trace the genealogy of the
Christian Devil back a long way.    We see him in Persia,
co-ruler of the world with God : we meet him in every old
faith ; light and darkness give birth to the ideas of God
and Devil; in Egypt Typhon, the principle of darkness,.
slays Osiris, the sun, the principle of light.   The good and
bad in Nature were referred, in the childhood of the world,,
to two hostile principles; so far as I know, only the earlier
Hebrew faith was without an evil Devil.    The Hebrew Satan.
was originally a great and severe angel of God, who tried and
tested men to see what they were worth, but this work was.
done in conjunction with God, as we see him in Job.    The
Hebrew Satan did not become God's enemy until the Jews
had been captive in Babylonia, where their own majestic
Satan became painted black, so to speak, and made into an
evil spirit.    Christianity took up this mingled Devil and
darkened him yet more; but it also preserved to him the
co-equal power with God given to the Devil in Eastern lore.
He became again the principle of evil, struggling always
with, and often conquering, the principle of good.    All over
the world the Devil fights with God for man's soul, and
generally wins it.   Few  there  are who are to be saved
in   heaven,  many   there   are who   are   to   be   lost   in
hell.    In the end the Devil triumphs : in spite of God, in
spite of the blood of Jesus, in spite of the Holy Spirit, the
Devil is to reign for ever over the vast majority of mankind.
We decline to think that this news about the Devil is good
news.   Good news to know that there is an evil spirit ever at
our elbow, prompting us to sin? Goodnews to know that there
Is a Devil always watching for a chance to seize us ?    Good
news to know that when we die, there will be a Devil waiting
to try and catch us and drag us to hell ?   No.    This is bad
news of the worst kind.    And where is your God of power,
O Christian, that he permits himself to be thwarted and set
at nought by this Devil ? where is your God of love, that he
allows his dear children to be  enticed into  sin  by this.
Devil?   Some Christians dislike the Devil so  much, that
they try to refine him away, and make him into an allegory.
But this cannot be allowed, unless they are willing to make
God into an allegory too.    The two beings must stand or
fall together.    If there is no need for a Devil to account
for the evil in the universe, then there is no need for a God
to account for the good in it    If you do not personify the
destructive principle in nature, neither must you personify